Chamber News
Delta Chamber Of Commerce

May 2015

Welcome New Members:
Davidson Technologies is a cutting-edge technology services company dedicated to providing innovative engineering, technical and management solutions for our defense,
aerospace and commercial customers. Dr. Davidson,
founder of Davidson Technologies, envisioned a company
that would be customer focused and solution oriented, all
within an atmosphere that attracts and retains quality professionals with extensive technical knowledge.

THANK YOU RECENT SPONSORS

Kodiak Bear - $5,000 and above

Gold Nugget - $1,000 to $4,999
Silver Salmon - $500 to $999

Buffalo - $250 to $499

Fireweed Friends - $50 to $249
Debbie Joslin Realty, LLC
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The Delta Junction Chamber of Commerce is
a business organization that supports and represents its membership by promoting business
growth and community development through
leadership, programs, and education.
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May / June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

15

16

Rika’s Café
Open/
* Visitor Center
Opens
17

18

19

20

21

22

23
Farmers Market
Opens/
* Community
Cleanup Day

24

25

26

27

28

29

Pogo Mine Annual Meeting at
City Hall
31

1

2

3

4

Delta Imagination Library Bake
Sale at IGA
5

FMWR NAF
Equipment Sale

7

8

9

10

30

6
* Frontier Days
11am - 2pm

11

12

13
Annual Delta /
Greely Summer
Blastoff Triathlon

Upcoming Events
Garage Sale Spaces still available at the Sullivan Roadhouse. Please contact the visitor center to book
at 895-5068.
FMWR NAF Equipment Sale. For information call 873-4336 or visit www.greely.armymwr.com
0900-1300 Military ID & DOD Civilian Card Holders Only
1400-1700 Contractors and General Public
* Sponsored by the Delta Chamber of Commerce

MEMBER S POLIGHT
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Rika’s Roadhouse Café and Gifts an experienced team has been assembled to provide a
great selection of food and gifts for visitors this summer. The hours of operation will be Monday
through Friday, 10 am to 5 pm, and Saturday and Sunday 8 am to 5 pm.
Kim White, who owns Smiling Moose gifts in Delta Junction,
has been awarded the state contract to operate Rika’s Roadhouse Café and Gifts. She has partnered with Andrea Lemons
and Bryce and Jan Wrigley. Each member brings unique expertise and experience in their field, and all are dedicated to
making Rika’s a success.
Andrea loves cooking and entertaining, and is very excited
about being the food provider at Rika’s Roadhouse Café and
Gifts this summer. Andrea is looking forward to serving the
tourists visiting Alaska for the first time, visiting family and
business guests, and most especially our Delta Junction and Fort Greely residents who have decided
to settle here in the friendly frontier. The hours of operation have been set in hopes of serving all
the needs of the community. She is looking forward to hosting special events at such a beautiful and
historical location. Her greatest reward will be renewing friendships with community members and
meeting new friends.
The Alaska Flour Company, owned by Bryce and Jan Wrigley will be
providing homemade baked goods daily, made with locally grown barley
flour. Brownies, cookies, lemon poppy seed cake, and pumpkin bread are
just a few of the goodies that will be available to eat there or take home.
They will also be offering their dry products for sale. Bryce and Jan
Wrigley have operated Wrigley Farms in Delta since 1984, and have been
doing business as Alaska Flour Company since 2011. One of the most challenging parts is opening
new markets. It requires our customers to look outside of their normal purchasing channels. IGA was
one of the earliest stores to buy their products and the local community has continued their support
by buying products from them. Some of the ways that Bryce and Jan stay involved in the community
is their support to the Delta Community library basket auction. They also contribute to Relay for
Life, FFA, and several other local clubs and student organizations.
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Kim White has operated Smiling Moose gifts for almost 3 years
with her husband Steve’s help. She has owned a store in Minnesota for 5 years prior to coming to Delta in 2010. She is passionate
about promoting the historical roadhouses located in Delta Junction, as well as sharing the talents of the local crafters and artists.
Kim is active in the community by serving on the board of directors for the Chamber of Commerce. She manages the Visitor
Center employees and purchases merchandise for the Visitor
Center. She also serves on the hospital board, and supports local
community events and groups with donations from Smiling
Moose. She is grateful for the local support that has allowed her
to expand into a new opportunity at Rika’s.
Rika’s gift shop will carry a variety of Alaska-themed items, most
of which are either made in Alaska or locally. Several artists
from Smiling Moose will be offering their items at Rika’s, and
may be available occasionally to showcase their work and for
book signings. She is excited to offer the unique, local gift items
that are not the tourist items that you commonly see. She will
also be offering historical roadhouse prints, books, cards, calendars, and post cards to promote the education and appreciation of
the historical roadhouses.
“My vision for Rika’s Roadhouse Café and Gifts is to give the visitor a glimpse of the past, a great food experience made with local
products, and a gift or two from one of the many talented local
artisans who make Alaska their home.” One of the greatest challenges is getting the word out that Rika’s is open. There was a
newspaper article last year that incorrectly stated that Rika’s was
closed. Another challenge is getting the tourists to stay long
enough to enjoy all that Rika’s has to offer. The tour buses do
not allow very much time for the visitor to tour the free museum,
the Wamcat buildings, enjoy a great meal or snack and browse
the gift shop.
We are anxious to offer the space at Rika’s Roadhouse Café and
Gifts to host special events. Please contact Kim at 507-884-9103
or 907-895-4201 for reservations. Please
like us on our Facebook page. All of us This month’s Chamber
Spotlight provided by
look forward to serving our local comKim White. Edited for
munity and visitors with great food,
length by the Delta
Chamber.
Alaskan made gifts, and a memorable
experience!

The Delta Visitor Information Center is located at the end of the Alaska
Highway where it meets with the
Richardson Highway.
Our friendly, well trained staff are
eager to answer any questions you
might have. They will help you with
accommodations and services in our
community and offer suggestions for
neighboring communities. We stock
free travel guides and brochures for
other areas of the state as well. Stop
in to find out more about current
events and happenings in our town.
Have your picture taken by the monument in front of the Visitors Center
that marks the end of the Alaska
Highway. Come face-to-face with a
Delta bison (mounted) and see just
how large they really are. Many other
mounted animals adorn the walls of
the Visitors Center as well as a display of sample furs to touch.
End of the Alaska Highway Certificates certifying that you have endured "the trials and tribulations to
reach mile 1422, the End of the Alaska
Highway at Delta Junction, Alaska"
are available for $1.00

2015 Sponsorship and Promotional Opportunities

Kodiak Bear - $5,000 and above
Gold Nugget - $1,000 to $4,999
Silver Salmon - $500 to $999
Buffalo - $250 to $499
Fireweed Friends - $50 to $249
Current Benefits include: Member Spotlight, Newsletter Recognition, and T-Shirt Advertisement

Sponsorship Level ____________________________________________

Amount ____________________________

Business Name _________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name___________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone __________________________________________

Contact Email____________________________

Please mail completed form
P.O. Box
Delta Junction
Please Email logo to:

PLEASE RETURN BY June 30, 2015

Board Members

This could be your business
Do you have interesting news in your business. A new service. Would
you like to offer a special to chamber members?
We would like to begin including some more information about our
members in the monthly newsletter.
If you would like to be included in the upcoming newsletters please
email to deltacc@chamber.org your news. If you are offering a special
to chamber members please be specific about the effective dates, what
the special is, and who qualifies for it.
Content limited by space and subject to editorial review.

President
Eileen Williams
Vice President
Tony Porreca
Secretary/Treasurer
Eileen Herman
Katie Behrens
Kim White
Jackie Becker
Lori Hollett
Debbie Joslin
CSM Chris Brown

Around the State
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Delta Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 987
Delta Junction, AK 99737
Located at the Visitor Center
1422 Alaska Highway

Phone: (907) 895-5068
Fax: (907) 895-5141
E-mail:
deltacc@deltachamber.org

Around the state
JUNEAU -- After sailing through
the state Senate, a bill to opt Alaska
out of daylight saving time is hitting
headwinds as a House committee
prepares to hold a hearing on the
measure next week.
Some of the loudest initial objections to the bill, Senate Bill 6, came
primarily from Southeast regional
interests. But now the state’s business community is gearing up for a
fight against the measure.
The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce and a broadcasters’ group has
launched an ad campaign against
the bill, urging viewers to tell lawmakers to block the measure that
would stop Alaskans from setting
their clocks ahead each spring and
back in the fall. And a Ketchikan
company with ties to the cruise ship
industry is paying a lobbyist
$10,000 a month to convince the
Legislature to preserve the daylight
saving status quo.
“The solution is to leave it alone,”
the lobbyist, Sam Kito Jr., said in a
phone interview Thursday. “But the
train is moving, and we’ll see.”
The bill to kill daylight saving

time passed the Senate by a vote of
16-4 earlier this month. If approved, the change would go into
effect in 2017. It has an influential
sponsor in Sen. Anna MacKinnon,
R-Eagle River, co-chair of the Senate Finance Committee.
I
t’s the latest in a string of efforts by
the Legislature to opt the state out
of daylight saving time, but none
have ever been successful.
By doing so, the measure would
leave most of Alaska five hours behind the East Coast and two hours
behind the Pacific states for most of
the year. But MacKinnon’s bill also
would ask the U.S. Department of
Transportation to move at least
some of the state one hour forward,
to the Pacific Time Zone.
MacKinnon says she submitted her
bill in direct response to concerns
from constituents, as well as from
other Alaskans and groups. She
cites studies she says have shown
daylight saving time leads to lost
productivity and a spike in the
number of heart attacks and traffic
accidents.
MacKinnon said in a brief interview
Thursday she was not surprised
with the growing opposition to her
bill, adding it’s “part of the public
process.”

We are on the Web:
http://deltachamber.org

She said passage of the measure is
now up to the House.
“I’ll do everything I can to make sure
that the House is informed,” she
said.
The company that hired Kito is Survey Point Holdings Inc. State records show its contact as Bob Berto,
the president of the Ketchikan-based
Cruise Line Agencies of Alaska,
which “deals with just about anything and everything that has to do
with cruise ships,” from searching
for lost luggage to advising on immigration issues, according to its website.
Berto didn’t respond to calls and a
phone message. Neither did Rep.
Dan Ortiz, an independent who represents Ketchikan, who was traveling in Hyder and couldn’t be
reached.
Advocates for the tourism industry
have said opting the state out of daylight saving time would reduce visitors’ evening time for activities like
flightseeing and charter boat trips.
Excerpt from:
http://www.adn.com/article/20150329/
opposition-emerges-repeal-daylight-savingtime-Alaska
Nathaniel Herz

